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et al.: Submission Guidelines

AUTHOR INSTRUCTIONS AND MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
(Effective December 2022)
The following statement provides an overview of the submission requirements and is
designed to assist authors in the preparation of their manuscripts for possible publication
in the MSSJ. To avoid delays in manuscript processing, all authors and coauthors who wish
to have their papers considered for publication should review and observe the following
submission requirements.
Submission Requirements: The following general rules must be followed for initial
submission of manuscripts. Manuscripts must be typed in English with 1.5 line spacing and
1” margins, uploaded as a Microsoft Word file. The author(s) must provide the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Title that is concise and self-explanatory
Abstract limited to 300 words
Key Words
Full Text of Submission. Ensure that the body of the
submission does not contain author names, author
affiliations, or the abstract.
5. Cover Letter. Please indicate how the work contributes
to the social sciences, including how it aligns with the
Aims and Scope of MSSJ. The cover letter should state
that the author/coauthors is/are submitting the paper for
review for possible publication in the Midwest Social
Sciences Journal. The author and/or coauthors must
also state that the work has not been published
anywhere previously and must agree to comply with all
requirements outlined in these guidelines. The letter
should also indicate the author’s/coauthors’ willingness
to publish the paper in the MSSJ if it is accepted, and
agree to first serial rights to the Midwest Social
Sciences Journal. Finally, the letter must also include
the following information for all authors:
a. Position (faculty, undergraduate student,
graduate student, independent scholar, etc.)
b. Discipline
c. Affiliation
d. Institutional mailing address
e. Preferred e-mail address
f. Preferred telephone number
g. Professional biographical information
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Failure to provide this information will delay the processing and review of your
manuscript.
Rights: The authors retain copyright to their work but grant first serial rights to the Midwest
Social Sciences Journal.
Attribution and Usage: Although the author(s) retain copyright, it is understood that the
papers published in MSSJ are under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercialShareAlike 4.0 International License.
Cost: There is no fee associated with the submission or publication of papers in MSSJ. The
costs are absorbed by the Indiana Academy of the Social Sciences and ValpoScholar
(Valparaiso University).
Decision to Publish: The coeditors are responsible for making the final decision on all
manuscripts and content for publication in MSSJ. The coeditors’ decisions on all
publication matters and content are not subject to review by any other member, officer, or
body of the Indiana Academy of the Social Sciences.
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